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appeared to reject the accepted forms of Catholic
belief as well as the Papal forms of Roman disci-
pline, the hour had come to strike. War would
have followed in ordinary times. But the Refor-
mation had produced a cross-division among the
subjects of all the Great Powers. If Charles
went to war with a Protestant Lord Protector of
England then some of his own subjects in the
Netherlands would probably revolt. France had
her Huguenots; England her ultra-Papists; Scot-
land some of both kinds. Every country had an
unknown number of enemies at home and friends
abroad. All feared war.

Somerset neglected the navy. But the sea-
faring men among the Protestants, as among
those Catholics who were anti-Roman, took to
privateering more than ever. Nor was explora-
tion forgotten. A group of merchant-adventurers
sent Sir Hugh Willoughby to find the Northeast
Passage to Cathay. Willoughby's three ships
were towed down the Thames by oarsmen dressed
in sky-blue jackets. As they passed the palace
at Greenwich they dipped their colors in salute.
But the poor young king was too weak to come to
the window. Willoughby met his death in Lap-
land. But Chancellor, his second-in-command.